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stitntion, or "oldest profession," and in the councils of conventional soldiery, it was accepted as an inevitable tradition of army life.
Military camps were literally surrounded by human vultures who preyed upon the primitive passions or corrupted the natural instincts of the soldiers. Coexistent with prostitution, there was usually associated the liquor traffic in its most disreputable and harmful forms. These, and other cheap and coarse attractions and diversions formed the social basis of the soldier's environment. It was considered a normal phase of the military establishment. Many lamented over it; a few complained and condemned; the great majority, including the Army authorities, took it for granted as a natural phenomenon, and accepted the situation as a matter of course.
The psychological reaction of the soldier to these conditions is readily apparent. He was a long way from home and friends. There was no chance for him to enjoy the companionship of wholesome women under normal conditions, As a matter of fact, the life of the common soldier in a regular or standing army is far